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Soldiers are weapons of evil;
They are not the weapons of the gentleman. When the use of soldiers cannot be helped,
The best policy is calm restraint.
Even in victory, there is no beauty, And who calls it beautiful
Is one who delights in slaughter. He who delights in slaughter Will not succeed in his ambition to rule the
world. The slaying of multitudes should be mourned
with sorrow.
A victory should be celebrated with the Funeral Rite.*
Those who love America and England and wish them to be strong for ever must read Laotse again and again, for they will gain thereby the secret of immortal strength, exempt from corruption within and invulnerable from attack without. Let America be great, even as the great river of life:
The Great Tao flows everywhere, (Like a flood) it may go left or right.
The myriad things derive their life from it, And it does not deny them.
When its work is accomplished, It does not take possession.
It clothes and feeds the myriad things, Yet does not claim them as its own . . .
Because to the end it does not claim greatness, Its greatness is achieved.
* For this and following quotations see Wisdom of China and pp. 600-602, 617, 622.